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U.S. Plastics Pact Launches to Ignite Change Toward
Circular Economy for Plastic
By The Recycling Partnership  20 hrs ago  

FALLS CHURCH, Va., Aug. 25, 2020 /PRNewswire/ -- Today, the U.S. Plastics Pact, a collaborative led by

The Recycling Partnership and World Wildlife Fund (WWF), launched as part of the Ellen MacArthur

Foundation's global Plastics Pact network. The U.S. Plastics Pact is an ambitious initiative to unify diverse

public-private stakeholders across the plastics value chain to rethink the way we design, use, and reuse

plastics, to create a path toward a circular economy for plastic in the United States.

U.S. industry leaders recognize that significant, systemwide change is needed to realize a circular economy

for plastic; individualized action isn't enough and thus, The U.S. Plastics Pact brings together companies,

government entities, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), researchers, and other stakeholders in a pre-

competitive platform for industry-led innovation. The U.S. Plastics Pact will drive collaborative action and

deliver a significant system change toward a circular economy for plastic, enabling companies and

governments in the U.S. to collectively meet impactful goals by 2025 that they could not otherwise meet on

their own.

"Together, through the U.S. Plastics Pact, we will ignite systems change to accelerate progress toward a

circular economy," says Sarah Dearman, VP of Circular Ventures for The Recycling Partnership. "As the lead

organization that engages the full supply chain to advance circularity in the U.S., it's a natural fit for The

Recycling Partnership to further collaborative action with other industry leaders to create substantial, long-

lasting change for the betterment of our planet. The results from the U.S. Plastics Pact's efforts to advance

packaging, improve recycling, and reduce plastic waste will benefit the entire system and all materials."

In line with the Ellen McArthur Foundation's vision of a circular economy for plastic, which unites more than

850+ organizations, underpinned by common definitions and concrete targets, the U.S. Plastics Pact brings

together plastic packaging producers, brands, retailers, recyclers, waste management companies,

policymakers, and other stakeholders to work collectively toward  scalable solutions tailored to the unique

needs and challenges within the U.S landscape, through vital knowledge sharing and coordinated action.

As of today, more than 60 Activators – including for-profit companies, government agencies, and NGOs –

have joined the U.S. Plastics Pact, representing each part of the supply and plastics manufacturing chain. By

joining the U.S. Plastics Pact, Activators agree to collectively deliver these four targets:

1. Define a list of packaging to be designated as problematic or unnecessary by 2021 and take measures to
eliminate them by 2025.

2. By 2025, all plastic packaging is 100% reusable, recyclable, or compostable.
3. By 2025, undertake ambitious actions to effectively recycle or compost 50% of plastic packaging.
4. By 2025, the average recycled content or responsibly sourced bio-based content in plastic packaging will be

30%.

Results of measurable change in each of the target areas and transparent reporting are key outcomes of the

U.S. Plastics Pact. Progress of the U.S. Pact will be tracked through WWF's ReSource: Plastic Footprint

Tracker, which provides a standard methodology to track companies' plastic footprints and publicly report on

of their plastic waste commitments each year. The report will be made publicly available each year.

"Plastic pollution is a global crisis that needs local solutions, and the United States is one of biggest

opportunities where regional interventions can result in transformative change around the world," said Erin

Simon, Head, Plastic Waste and Business at World Wildlife Fund. "To do this, WWF sees the U.S. Plastics

Pact as the linchpin for uniting the critical stakeholders—industry leaders, waste management systems and

policymakers—under a common vision and action plan for meaningful, measurable impact."  

Achieving this vision will require new levels of innovation and collaboration from all Activators of the U.S.
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Plastics Pact and beyond. The U.S. Pact is launched as part of the Ellen MacArthur Foundation's Plastics

Pact network, joining Plastics Pacts in Europe, Latin America and Africa as a globally-aligned response to

plastic waste and pollution that brings together shared ambition, combined expertise, and collaboration to

create regional and national solutions toward a circular economy in which plastic never becomes waste.

"This is an exciting step on the journey towards a circular economy for plastic in the United States, one that

keeps plastic in the economy and out of the environment," says Sander Defruyt, Lead of the Ellen MacArthur

Foundation's New Plastics Economy initiative. "This effort will not only help to create solutions in the US, but

across the world, as part of our global network of Plastics Pacts. We are looking forward to working with all

those involved to drive real change, by eliminating problematic and unnecessary plastic items, innovating to

ensure all plastic packaging is reusable, recyclable, or compostable, and circulating it in practice. We

encourage others to join us on this journey towards a United States free of plastic waste and pollution."

The next step for the U.S. Plastics Pact will be to create a roadmap, laying out the steps to achieving the

targets outlined above. For more information on how to join the U.S. Plastics Pact and drive collective action,

visit the website usplasticspact.org or contact takeaction@usplasticspact.org.  

To maintain continual and effective collaboration, the U.S. Plastics Pact will seek guidance from a robust

Advisory Council, made up of 10 Activator organizations, companies, and governments. Those included in

the Advisory Council, quotes from which can be found at usplasticspact.org are: 

Amcor, Balcones Resources Inc., Austin Resource Recovery (City of Austin, TX), Eureka Recycling, Grove

Collaborative, Mars, Incorporated, Target, The Coca-Cola Company, Unilever United States, and Walmart,

Inc.

The U.S. Plastics Pact activators include: ALDI US, Amcor, American Beverage Association (ABA),

Arizona Department of Environmental Quality (ADEQ), Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR), Austin

Resource Recovery (City of Austin, TX), Balcones Resources, Inc, Berkeley Ecology Center, Central Virginia

Waste Management Association (CVWMA), City of Phoenix, AZ (Reimagine Phoenix), Closed Loop

Partners, Colgate-Palmolive Company, Consumer Brands Association, Danone North America, Department

of Ecology, State of Washington, Digimarc Corporation, Eastman, EcoCycle, Environment and Human

Health, Inc. (EHHI), Eureka Recycling, FMI, The Food Industry Association, Grove Collaborative, HARC

(Houston Advanced Research Center), Henkel Corporation, International Recycling Group, ISRI (Institute of

Scrap Recycling Industries, Inc.), Kimberly-Clark, King County, WA, L'Oreal USA, Mars, Incorporated, Molson

Coors Beverage Company, Mondelēz International, Inc., NAPCOR (National Association for PET Container

Resources), National Waste and Recycling Association, Northeast Recycling Council, Inc. (NERC), Nestlé,

Ocean Conservancy, PakTech, Plant Based Products Council, Polywize, PreZero US, Inc., RB, Sustainable

Manufacturing Innovation, Alliance (REMADE), Renewlogy, Revolution, Save Our Shores, Seattle Public

Utilities, Soul Buffalo, Ocean Plastics Leadership Network, Solid Waste Agency of Lake County, IL

(SWALCO), Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA), Target, Terracycle, Inc., The Clorox

Company, The Coca-Cola Company, The Global Kaiteki Center, The Sustainability Consortium, U.S.

Chamber of Commerce Foundation, Unilever United States, UPM Raflatac, Inc., The United States

Composting Council, Walmart, Inc.

About The Recycling Partnership

The Recycling Partnership is a national nonprofit organization that leverages corporate partner funding to

transform recycling for good in states, cities, and communities nationwide. As the leading organization in the

country that engages the full recycling supply chain from the corporations that manufacture products and

packaging to local governments charged with recycling to industry end markets, haulers, material recovery

facilities, and converters, The Recycling Partnership positively impacts recycling at every step in the process.

Since 2014, the nonprofit change agent diverted 230 million pounds of new recyclables from landfills, saved

465 million gallons of water, avoided more than 250,000 metric tons of greenhouse gases, and drove

significant reductions in targeted contamination rates. Learn more at www.recyclingpartnership.org

About World Wildlife Fund (WWF)

WWF is one of the world's leading conservation organizations, working in nearly 100 countries for over half a

century to help people and nature thrive. With the support of more than 5 million members worldwide, WWF is

dedicated to delivering science-based solutions to preserve the diversity and abundance of life on Earth, halt

the degradation of the environment and combat the climate crisis. Visit www.worldwildlife.org to learn more

and keep up with the latest sustainability news by following @WWFBetterBiz on Twitter and signing up for our

newsletter and news alerts here. 

About The Ellen MacArthur Foundation

The Ellen MacArthur Foundation was launched in 2010 with the aim of accelerating the transition to the

circular economy. Since its creation, the charity has emerged as a global thought leader, putting the circular

economy on the agenda of decision-makers around the world. The charity's work focuses on seven key

areas: insight and analysis; business; institutions, governments, and cities; systemic initiatives; circular

design; learning; and communications.

Further information: www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org | @circulareconomy

About The New Plastics Economy and The Plastics Pact

Since 2016, the Ellen MacArthur Foundation's New Plastics Economy initiative has rallied businesses and

governments behind a positive vision of a circular economy for plastic. Its 2016 and 2017 New Plastics

Economy reports captured worldwide headlines, revealing the financial and environmental costs of waste

plastic and pollution.

The Plastics Pact is a global network of initiatives that brings together all key stakeholders at the national or

regional level behind a common vision with a concrete set of ambitious local targets. It builds a unique

platform to exchange learnings and best practices across regions to accelerate the transition to a circular

economy for plastic - a New Plastics Economy - in which it never becomes waste or pollution.

Further information: www.newplasticseconomy.org | @circulareconomy

MEDIA CONTACT: Samantha Kappalman

skappalman@recyclingpartnership.org

(443) 223-3322
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Your reaction to reopening

GUEST COLUMN

Larry Kavanagh  Aug 12, 2020  
 1 min to read

Find somebody better for
governor
Aleta Strickland  Aug 12, 2020  

 1 min to read

According to the governor, barber shops, beauty
salons, campgrounds and religious institutions are
authorized to reopen starting May 15. How likely is it
that you will go to at least one of these in the next
few weeks?

Vote  View Results

Very likely

Somewhat likely

Not likely

What?! When did he announce this?

On & Off Earth
Randy Holladay
Aug 4, 2020

 2 min to read

Venturing outside onto
Earth in August, one is
quickly reminded we are still
deep in the sultry clutches
of summer. But as always,
change is afoot.  Read
more

GUEST
COLUMN:
Thoughts from
the Crossroads
Laura Schupp
Jul 21, 2020

 1 min to read

I love living in Zion
Crossroads. It’s a good mix
of country living and
proximity to all that Virginia
has to offer. That being
said, every situation has a
little room for improvement.
So, sometimes I daydream
about the following
establishments opening a
location at good ole I-64 exit
136, smack dab in Zion
Crossroads. Read more

Thoughts from
the Crossroads
Laura Schupp
Jun 29, 2020

 1 min to read

  Read more

On & Off Earth
Randy Holladay
Jun 1, 2020

 2 min to read

Safely socially distanced in
my little tire house, able to
wander the woods every
day with a big dog, the new
viral reality often seems
distant, not an issue on my
part of Earth. Getting in my
car for a weekly run to the
store, the mask on the seat
quickly reminds me that
things are very different on
most of the planet. As virus
cases and deaths slow here
and grow there, we both
move closer to a new, semi-
open state and farther from
our pre-viral, normal past.
Read more

Sowing Seeds
of Faith: How
good is your
team?
Larry Davies
May 14, 2020

 3 min to read

Years ago, before
becoming a pastor, I was
perilously close to being
fired. My job as a manager

 +2  +2
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began with such promise,
moving the family from
Richmond to Virginia Beach
for what seemed to be the
opportunity of a lifetime. I
oversaw a thriving
metropolitan automobile
dealership. At first,
everything seemed fine, but
it wasn’t long before sales
declined and problems
appeared. I was working
harder than ever. What was
wrong? Read more

On & Off Earth
Randy Holladay
Updated May 3, 2020

 2 min to read

May Day, the worldwide May
1st celebration of spring
that dates back to pre-
Roman times, has been
canceled. The radio
distress call for help —
Mayday! Mayday! Mayday!
— is more likely heard
during these crazy virus
times. Read more

Surviving the
pandemic in
style
Laura Schupp
Updated Apr 17, 2020

 1 min to read

Watching coronavirus
updates on the television
these days is both sobering
and scary.  Although I know
humanity as a whole will
persevere, the reality is that
many of our lives will likely
be forever changed
somehow. That being said,
I’d like to use this column to
share with you some
uplifting moments which
recently occurred in Zion
Crossroads. Read more

Thoughts from
the Crossroads
Laura Schupp
Apr 9, 2020

 1 min to read

My husband recently asked
me if I would give him a
haircut, so he wouldn’t have
to go to the salon and be in
close proximity to others.
Darn coronavirus! We both
had mixed feelings about
this. I have zero
cosmetology training, but
he really needed a trim.  
Read more

Thoughts from
the Crossroads
Laura Schupp
Updated Apr 30, 2020

 1 min to read

Good morning, dear
readers. With the
coronavirus affecting so
many aspects of our lives,
it’s comforting to see
springtime arriving as usual.
Spring comes in phases
and I love them all. Read
more

On & Off Earth
Randy Holladay
Apr 2, 2020

 2 min to read

I had a feeling the bear
would be early. With such a
mild winter seemingly done,
what point was there to
sleeping in for a hungry
bear? So, there he was, 40
minutes into spring, a large
void in the yard, hoping to
find and tear down the bird
feeders but finding only a
little seed on the ground.
My early bear hunch had
me taking in the feeders
nightly. Sorry big guy, no
snacks this year. Read
more
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Four students, schools staffer test positive for
COVID-19
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Able Commercial Division Making Tracks

Results for 2020 Louisa County Virtual 4-H
Livestock Show

Angelica “Angel” Elizabeth Talley

Health care from the comfort of home

FEATURED BUSINESSES

 

Find a local business

CALENDAR

UPCOMING EVENTS

 Articles

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

Browse Today's events Submit

AUGUST
2020

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26
 

27 28
 

29

30
  

31

AUG

26

AUG

26

AUG

28

AUG

28

AUG

29

AUG

30

Alcoholics Anonymous
Wed, Aug 26, 2020

Pickleball
Wed, Aug 26, 2020

PB&J Food Drive
Fri, Aug 28, 2020

Online fundraiser
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Online fundraiser
Sat, Aug 29, 2020
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